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By Gordon Johnson

Answering the phone is no big thing for
most roople, but it is physically impossible
for Bill Rush,

By April 7, Rush who has spastic cere-
bral palsy with (ﬁaduplom and no speech,
hopes to be able to accomplish what for
most of us is a simple feat.

With the aid of a voice synthesizer as-

sembled by Mark Dahmke, a computer
science major, Rush will be able to accom-
plish some of the day-today things most
people take for granted, like asking ques-
tions in class or having private conversa-
ﬂoﬂ.v "
The computer, which has a memory,
can be programmed to utter a phrase by
hitting one key or can be programmed to
say a word as it is spelled.

After Rush has entered what he wants
to say into the memory circuits, he must
only hit a switch to have the whole sen-
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Student to master gilded oration from computer box

tence repeated in voice, Dahmke said .
" Head stick

Rush presently uses a head stick to
point to a letter board or types what he
wants to say,

“I will be able to use the phone by my-
self, which will be fantastic because right
now I need another person reading what |
type-or spell,” Rush said, which he said
excluded private calls, .

The voice synthesizer is a small com-
puter which uses phonetic sounds to re-
produce words and sentences, Dahmke
explained. It produces,a loud deep voice
which one would not expect from the
slightly built Rush,

The voice produced by the synthesizer
is sometimes unclear, but can be improved,
Dahmke said.

“The electronics of the board are
;%able of perfect voice reproduction,” he

The synthesizer is a desk top model,

Ousting ‘Joe and Moe’ goal of
write-ins’ ASUN campaign

By Shelley Smith

to Ellicott, with new coaching.
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Dahmke said, but they hope to have it
fitted for Rush’s wheel chair in time for
the fall semester,

Machine’s advantages .

An entire dictionary can be stored on a
serles of electromagnetic disks, Dahmke
said. Rush could even store a special vo-
cabulary for a technical class, or a foreign
language, Dahmke said.

The machine’s advantages are the low
cost and superior voice quality compared
to some models costing $11,000. The syn-
thesizer also can be fitted to the individual,
much like an artificial limb, he said.

Rush’s synthesizer will cost between
$2,000 and $3,000, Dahmke said.

The United Cerebral Palsy and the State
Rehabilitation Services paid for the
machine.

Dahmke said he hopes to gain recogni-
tion for this work as this is the only ma-
chine of.its kind in the country. He also
hopes to fill more orders when he goes into
production this summer.

Dedﬂl others
‘Dahmke said United, Cerebral Palsy
would like him to design synthesizers for
others, and if pressed, he could produce up
to three synthesizers a week.

The project was originally proposed to
Nebraska’s Rehabilitation Services by the

‘page 1

College of Engiheering at a cost of
$250,000 for two years, but was tumed
down, said- Lois Schwab, director of in-
dependent living rehabilitation.

The idea, Schwab said, originated with a
banking machine which talked to the cus-
tomers.

The synthesizer is in operation, but
must be refined before it is ready for use,
Dahmke said. Rush has tried the machine
and picked up on its operation quickly,
Dahmke added.

Rush said he is pleased with voice qual-
ity of the machine.

“It will help my social life,” Rush said.
“Ever try to spell things in a dimly lit
bar?"
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“Where’s the elevator?"’ | spelled out for the fifth
time to two guys who were passing by me.

“What did he say?" one asked the other.,

“‘Don’t know, but somebody should be with him to
look out for him.”

Now my frustration grew. I had a review session for
sociology on the seventh floor in 10 minutes. I needed
directions to the elevator; my motorized wheelchair
would do the rest.

Since birth I haven’t been able to walk, talk, or use
my hands. But with the help of a stylus attached to my
head and a lot of people I was in my freshman year at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,

I'would be late for a very important review test —a
test that would count for one-half of my grade — and 1
couldn’t make these guys understand that I was just

~another dumb freshman asking for directions, not an
escapee from a mental hospital.

I tried once again. "Where's the e-l-e-v-a-t-0-r?" 1
spelled out slowly so they would be able to follow. But,
they just looked at each other and shrugged their
shoulders and walked away.

000

I was experiencing the same frustration two years
later when I was trying to get some information from a
computer expert on a home computer system. The
system was being demonstrated at a computer science

-conference at the university in mid-September, 1978,
But the expert had been side-tracked by another ques-
tioner.

Why hadn't God given me speech? Life would be so
muchsimpler if I could just talk.

I spied another expert who wasn’t busy, so I decided
to ask him. I wanted to know if the model had a shift
lock since I couldn’t hold a shift key down without a
shift lock.

I expected to be ignored, but this person answered
me: “Idon’t know, but if it hasn't, one can be installed
veryeasily for you.”

He went on: “I'm glad we’ve finally met, Bill, I'm
Mark Dahmke and I live in the same dorm as you do.
I've been talking to several people here at the universi-
ty, and we want to develop a computerized speech syn-
thesizer for you."

Weall have labels to put on people. Mark Dahmke is
a computer programmer-analyst, and he looks like it,
He has short brown hair that is neatly combed, wire-
rimmed glasses, and conservative dress. He is slender.

Mark began, “‘About six years ago a company in
Michigan began selling a speech synthesizer subsys-
tem, for use with computers or OEM — Original Equip-
ment Manufacturers — products. I don’t know if you're
familiar with the company. Anyway, it was'expensive
and inflexible.

“‘When I was a high school sophomore, I became in-
terested in building a voice synthesizer for a sci
fair project. But the project never got off the ground
because it cost too much. It would have been just too ex-
pensiveand impractical.

000

*But building a voice synthesizer has always been

Jmydream. Until now it was impractical. But I think we

; can help each other, if that's okay with you," the com-

puter analyst offered.

“Yes, it's okay. You need a guinea pig and I can't
talk,” Ispelledout, “‘But who is going to pay for it?"’

“‘Vocational Rehabilitation, maybe.” Mark sug-
gested, “There are a lot of organizations around that
can pay forit.”

I was skeptical of this idea, ] was doing badly in my
computer course, so Vocational Rehabilitation
wouldn't buy me a computer. They would be justified
in refusing. But, a voice synthesizer would be nice, |
could talk on the phone for myself. Now I needed some-
body to read what I was saying over the phone. This
ruled out private conversations, This also meant find-
ingatime when a third party was available,

It sure would be nice if I could dial a push-button
speaker phone and be able to say *'Hi, this is Bill, I was
wondering how you were doing." Or to be able to ask a
professor a question directly instead of asking it

Journey Out of Silence:

1Can Talk! Where
Is the Elevator?’

through another person, and having the professor an-
swering the other student.

Or being able to shout “Hi" to a friend who was
walking down the street.

All these things would be nice, but I decided not to
get my hopes up.

Last October Mark came to my room and gavemea
long, impressive paper on a synthesizer system. He
said, “We had a meeting out at the home economics
building and copies of these were passed out. [ thought
you would like to see a copy. It explains the synthesizer
that I want to build. Goodnight."”

Istarted to read it, not noticing the author. As I read

Continued.

When you've been unable to speak all your life, the ability
to communicate with sound becomes an exciting pros-
pect. The author “taiks with a stylus attached to his fore-
head; now he will be able to punch out speech sounds on
his computer keyboard, The speech synthesizer is shown
in the background. Later, he expects to have a smaller
model thatfits on his wheeichair.



Talk .

I thought the company had put together a thorough
public release. And I wondered what company put this
system together.

When | read the byline I was shocked. Mark had
written it! He was serious! He really wanted to make
me a voice synthesizer. I felt guilty for my negative at-
titude.

I went to the stairway in our dorm and waited for
somebody to come down. When somebody did come
down I asked them to ask Mark Dahmke to come down
for aminute.

Shortly Mark came down and said, ‘Yes? Do you
have a question about the voice synthesizer? I see you
have the paper. Comments?**

I'told him it had impressed me. I didn’t usually put
this much effort into a term paper. It had diagrams
and the diagrams looked professional. I couldn’t be-
lieve how thorough he had been.

He thanked me and said, “‘We have worked it out so
that Vocational Rehabilitation and United Cerebral
Palsy will buy the actual synthesizer, and the Universi-
ty of Nebraska will pay for my time in building it. So it
looks like we are in business.

*‘Oh by the way, I plan eventually to put your voice
— 50 to speak — on your wheelchair so you'll have it
wherever you go. It wouldn't be practical to just have it
desk-top. I will make sure of that. Otherwise it would
beself-defeating.”

I flipped back to the estimated cost. It would cost
$2,500. He was saying in effect, [ would eventually have
a computer that cost $2,500 on my wheelchair tray. I
wondered if he knew my arms flew around and
knocked things off my tray.

I spelled out: “If you do that, please make it very
durable, like bionic construction, because I’m hard on

quip — ask the eng s who fix my chair.
Please make it very strong.”

Mark smiled and said, ““Well, bionics are a little out
of myfield but I'll try!”

Mark did try. Sometimes I wondered who wanted

‘Well, Bill, are you
going to talk to us?’

more for me to talk — Mark or me. He tried to explain
what he was doing, but his explanations just left me
witha blank expression.

Then he would say, “Excuse me. I'm being too tech-
nical. I have a tendency to forget others aren’t pro-
grammers. I'm sorry.

‘‘But unlike other synthesizers, this will not have a
set vocabulary. You can make it say anything you want
ittosay. That’s the beauty of it.

By typing in a string of phonemes (the smallest
unit of speech, a sound) you can make it say almost
anything you want to say. Here, I have something to
showyou,” .

He went up to his room and brought down a paper-
back book from a company known as Computalker Con-
sultants.

*“You should have a copy of this material to study.

. This is how it works: suppose you want to say hello, you
type in HHEH3LOWI. It then says hello. By this way
youcan store any number of phrases.’

Hehad lost me. That wasn't anything. My computer
science professor always lost me in his class. So I asked
Mark hesitantly, “‘Are you sure I can operate this
thing? My computer science professor can tell you I'm
stupid when it comes to computers, but here you are
building me a computer that talks. I don’t understand
it.”

Mark replied: *‘First you are working on a big com-
puter system that was written to be generalized for
many tasks. It is a very poor system because it was de-
signed by several people at different times who didn’t

know what each was doing.

“If the designers don’t communicate the product
will have flaws. Since I'm the only designer, this won't
happen. Secondly, you're taking a course in computer
science which even gives me trouble. Thirdly, if I, asa
programmer, do my job right, the system will be so
simple that anybody can operateiit.”

Mark kept me informed on his progress with my
voice synthesizer. One day in February he came up to
me and said, “Dr. Lois Schwab, the person largely re-
sponsible for the funding, is coming to see the synthe-
sizer. It would be neat if you could operate it for her,
but I don’t think I can bring it down to your room be-
cause I'm using my home-built computer to develop it.
And you can’t come up to my room, can you?*

Mark had never asked me any favors, but he was

asking me one now. He was giving me a voice, so how
could I refuse?

““Yes, I can come up in the manual wheelchair. Two
friends can haul me up. I don’t think they would want to
make it a habit, but this is an occasion. They will want
to hear the voice. When should  come up?"’ I asked.

For the demonstration I brought a book of quota-
tions so I could practice with something.

Mark was chatting with Lois Schwab when I arrived
at his room. I noticed that his bookshelves were full of
books on computer science. | hoped my shelves would
be filled with books on journalism some day, and that |
would know as much about journalism and commu-
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nication as Mark already knows about
computers.

Dr. Schwab is a middle-aged woman
with a pleasant smile. She had opened
the door for me to come to the universi-
ty three years ago. She is the head of the
independent living center over on east
campus. Every project she is involved
with becomes a reality. She greeted me.

Mark was sitting at his home-built
computer, demonstrating the system to
her. It looked easier than expected.
~ “Well, Bill, are you going to talk to
us?”’ Dr. Schwab asked with a twinkle
inhereye.

Inodded yes and laughed nervously. I
wished Mark had introduced me to the
synthesizer before this. I could have
practiced with it before demonstrating
my lack of skill to the director of the in-
dependent living center. I also wished I
had Mark’s confidence in me. I kept
telling him that computers and I didn't
getalong, but hedidn’t seem to listen.

“All right Bill, my keyboard is a little
different than the ones where you have
been doing your programming assign-
ments,” Mark said with a smile. Then
hebegan toexplain his keyboard.

The system had three modes:

straight phonetic, where I had to type in
the phonemic spelling of words; store,
where I could store the words that I had
just typed in; and alphabet, where it
would say the letters and numbers as
they were pressed. It was easier than
writing programs myself.

I typed in a word phonetically, but it
didn’t sound right. I tried again. It
sounded perfect! Dr. Schwab was on
her feet, smiling with Mark.

‘“‘He catches on quickly! Good job,
Bill,” she enthusiastically said.

Then Dr. Schwab turned to Mark and
said, ““You'll have the money that you
need. Call me in the morning with an es-
timated price list. I have to run. Good-
bye you guys!"

“Well," Mark said to me with a grin,
‘“‘how does it feel to be verbal?’’

My mind went back to the time when [
was asking for directions to an elevator
in the sociology building. Mark had
solved half of the problem. I could now
talk, shout, whisper, ask questions, or
answer questions faster than ever
before. My journey out of silence was
seemingly over. Mark had given me a
tool which could help me communicate
withothers.

But still I wondered. Would some-
body tell me where the elevator was?
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I lifted the telephone receiver for Exten-
sion 315, and the voice, in low, measured
tones, said:

“Hello, Mr, Limprecht. This is Bill Rush. I
agree withyou, itis unreal."”

Then another voice came on the line, Bill
Rush’s mother, to finish the conversation. He
needs some telephone practice.

Bill’s message—he referred to a letter [
had written him after receiving his latest
manuscript—may not rank up there with
Samuel F.B. Morse's “What hath God
wrought!” in the first telegraph transmis-
sion, but to Bill and me it was heady stuff.

You see, Bill Rush cannot talk. He cannot
walk, either. Cerebral palsy left him speech-
less and a quadriplegic at birth, yet such is
his grit that he now is a senior at the Universi-
ty of Nebraska-Lincoln, majoring in journa-
lism (with a 3.68 average).

Bill has kept readers of the magazine
posted on his progress the past five or six
years with periodic articles—through J.P.
Lord School and on to college.

But none compares with the article in this
issue. Bill has acquired a voice, thanks to
Mark Dahmbke, a senior and computer science
majorat UNL from David City.

Dahmke designed and built Bill’s voice.
It's called a speech synthesizer, and in some
abra-cadabra fashion Bill is able to punch a
series of computer keys, with the stylus at-
tached to his forehead, and the English lan-
guage comes out, saying what the user wants
ittosay. Reply, and it (he/she) answers.

Dahmke is making Bill a second unit,
small enough to fit on his wheelchair, and is
also making a similar ‘‘bionic voice’ for a
young woman student from Lincoln.

Bill never lets his limitations get in the
way of his sense of humor. Recently he began
wearing a T-shirt with the words “‘Selleck
Quad.” It means Selleck Quadrangle, the dor-
mitory where both he and Dahmke live.
Except Bill says it stands for Selleck Quadri-
plegic. That’s him. These two remarkable
young men tell their respective parts in the
speech synthesizer story on Pages 16and 21.

LR 2

As wenoted on August 5, when the seventh-
week winners were announced, this year's
Amateur Snapshot Contest drew a record
number of entries, Promotion Department

s

From left, judges John Kalina, Cathe-
rine Ferguson and Donald Jack.

secretary Carole Safley’s final tabulation was
7,145, up 453 from the 1978 figure.

Judges John Kalina, Donald Jack and Ca-
therine Ferguson have made their selections
from the 42 weekly winners—on the cover and
Pages 24 and 25.

Professional photographers Kalina and
Jack are old hands at judging our contest;
Ms. Ferguson filled in for Frances Kraft, who
was out of the city. Ms. Ferguson, like Mrs.
Kraft an artist, has her own studio near the
0ld Market.

LR R}

When the six regional editions of *“The
Compleat Travelers Companion of Country
Inns” reached our office, I checked on the
Middlebury Inn in the New England edition.
We used to stay there when our daughter was
attending Middlebury College, in Vermont. It
was listed, along with 28 others. Vermont is
inncountry.

For fun, I checked the Midwest edition,
specifically Nebraska. There are two—Fort
Robinson and Belgrade. Belgrade? Certainly.
The Bel-Horst Inn.

Magazine staffer Al Pagel immediately
headed that way'and discovered a charming
story. It's on Page 8. A companion article on
Page 10 tells of more Pagel discoveries in the
good life Midlands.

y/ %

Editor. Magazine of the Midiands
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He Speaks With

By Mark Dahmke

This orics sppesred o e Univarsiy of Nedrests
Computer Network Newstetter. Dohmke, @ UN|
Taiering In camputer scionce, DU The Yeice 3YATheItor

for Bill Rush,

He has spastic cerebral palsey with qua-
driplegia and no speech. He moves in a pow-
ered wheelchair and uses a headstick with
language/word board or electric typewriter
and teletype.

But in spite of his handicaps, Bill Rush isa
student at the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln. He is majoring in journalism and his
goal istowork in the field of communications.

His language board has many disadvan-
tages. First, it requires that someone watch
over his shoulder and read or speak for him.
Secondly, it's often difficult to attract atten-
tion when he wants tocommunicate.

Another limitation is the telephone. Some-
one must act as an intermediary or Rush
must use a teletype-like-terminal which re-
quires that the person at the other end of the
linealso have a compatible terminal.

Conversation among friends at UNL about
helping Rush communicate turned to special-
ized computers designed lor the specihc
needs of handi . A
of us discussed computer-assisted commu-
nication. I've been interested in the subject
since high school.

000
The Nebraska Division of Rehabilitation
Services was consulted on the technicalities of
using DRS funds. Ultimately, they bought the
Computalker Consultants speech synthesizer
board, and United Cerebral Palsy agreed to
pay for someof the hardware.

The unit chosen was the Computertalker

Consultant CT-1. It has the advantage of
software controlled vowel stress, inflection
andvoicepitchcontrol. -

Today, the synthesizer is up and running
and speaks quite clearly. Input to the
software is in the form of a characater string
made of combinations of phonemes in the In-
ternationsl Phonetic Alphabet, represented
by one or two alphabetic characters such as:
TH,DH, Z,§, AA, AOand soon,

The program also handles vowel stresses
1-5 (1 is the highest stress, 5 is the lowest)
and punctuation. A period produces a drop in
pitch, a question mark raise the pitch, and a
comma produces a pause.

000

Tosay “Hello, how are you?’’ the following
would be entered:

"HHEHJWWl HHAW AA2R YUW?"'

The of the precedi
vowel (EH3), (OW1), (AA2). Most people find
iteasy tounderstand after justa few phrases.

It has a slightly mechanical intonation and
an interesting Swedish accent. This is proba-
bly due to the way some vowels are stressed in
the phoneme templates.

With the help of David Cochran, associate
professor in the industrial and management
systems Engineering Department, the next
step was a full stand-alone computer system
that will mount on Rush's wheelchair.

The design hasseveral goals:

1. Easeof use.

2, Minimum number of keystrokes to per-
forma given function.

3. Largevocabulary storage,

a Swedish Accent

Mark Dahmke

Rush will be able to enter a word and store
its as a symbolic label of his choice. For ex-
ample, the phonetic “HHEH3LOW1" could be
stored with the symbolic label: ‘‘Hello’’.

Later, if he needs the word in a phrase or
sentence, it can be incorporated into the new
string. The new string can be stored and la-
belled for future use,

A small disk drive or tape drive attached
to thy p will allow
rleu to be saved and reloaded at will. For ex-
ample, a special set of words and phrases
might be needed for a chemistry class, with
another for journalism.

The desired vocabulary can be retrieved
fromtape or disk with one command.

Some frequently used words and phrases
will be available as fixed labelled keys on a’
specially designed keyboard. Examples are:
“Hello,” “He,” “You,"” “1."

The total cost is between two thousand and
three thousand dollars.

Unlike some prostheses, this unit cannot
be outgrown. Upgrading is done by adding
more keys to the keyboard and exchanging

the or mini-disk with the sof eon
it. This is inexpensive, about one-tenth of the
costof the original system.

While the project has been fascinating and
fulfilling, the joy of hearing Bill “‘speak’’ for
the first time is unparalleled. His first word
was “love.”

“Soyougotanibble. Bigdeal.”
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Filming will beg'ih
soon on UNL duo

By Alice Hrnicek

CBS film crews and actors will descend upon UNL next
spring to film a movie about the special relauonshlp be-
tween the talents of two UNL students.

Bill Rush, a junior journalism major from dmaha,
afflicted \V]t]'l severe cerebral palsy, from pre- bnt‘h Eer
damage which left him unable to speak or use tus-legs and
ams,

Computer science major Mark Dahmke of David Clty
designs computer systems in addition to doing private
consulting, working for the university and studying,

Dahmke designed a voice synthesizer for Rush last year
which allows him to speak for the first time. Rush
communicates by tapping out messages with his headstick
on an IBM computer, or on a letter board on the front of
his wheelchair or with his new synthesizer.

Break barriers :

“I'feel good (about the movie) because a lot of people
havd s lot of misgivings about the severely handicapped
people and I hope this movie will break down some of
those barriers,” Rush said spelling on his typewriter.
- Producer Frank Konigsberg, of Konigsberg Company in
Los Angeles, says the movie will be. ready for TV by next
season. But he was faced with the unique problem of find-
ing a script writer who could sensitively deal with the
subject. Konigsberg found Nick Amold, who also
born with cerebral palsy but suffers to a lesser extentzg
Rush, to write the script.

“He (Arnold) complete]y understands the Emh%of
someone in that position,” Konigsberg said. I 'H:le
relationship between Mark Dahmke and Bill Rush is
wonde:ful one and Bill's story is inspiring.”

The two were featured in the January issue of Life
magazine before the _movie offer was made the next
month, PG B i
‘d Rush and Dﬂhm?u?(let in 1978 after Dahmke express-
ed an. interest in ing a voice
Schwab, UNL’s director of independen Wftﬁﬁ
abled.

Both of the students are authors. Dahmke has written
for computer publications and Rush has written for maga-

* zines, a career he wants to pursue after graduatlon

My fantasy s to be an undercover journalist in a nur-
ing home,” ,Rush said, He says that he could-uncover
“shabby care’” while posing as 2 patient,

Rush has been writing an autobiography, concentrating
on his college career with flashbacks to his childhood.

Dahmke plans to add to the book, and both are aiming
for a fall publication date to coincide with the movie’s re-
lease.

Dahmke impressive
While Dahmke’s biography is not being featured in the
book, his emergence into the computer science world has
been impressive. Dahmke has turned down at least five job
offers in the microcomputer processing field to remain a
student and selfemployed, he said.

- Although the movie will be a fictionalized version of
Rush’s life, with events rearranged and accelerated,
Dahmke is nol. too concerned about how the story wnl]»be
portrayed.
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Life magazine
story is about
2 UNL students

The story of two Umiversily
of Nebraska-Lincoln students
— one with athetoid cerebral
palsy and the other a senior
mMAjoring n computer sclence
— 15 featured in the January
edition of Life magazine.

In the seven-page picture
story, Life editor Anne Fadi-
man writes about Bill Rush. a
UNL jumor who cannol walk
speak or use hs hands. The
story 1s also about UNIL semor
Mark Dahmke, who bult i
computenized  voice  svnthe
sizeér to help Rush communi-
Cale

A headsuck atlached 1o a
band around Rush’s head also
enables him to communicate.
He uses the stick 1o point 1o let-
ters and words on & speling
board placed across the arms
of hus wheelchanr,

The Nebraska Division of
Rehatilitation Services, United
Cerebral Palsy of Nebraska
and the umversity donated
$£3,000 1o help Dahmke build the
computerized voice svnthesiz-
er
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“Hail to
tch out,
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of 78 al-
brought
)ast two
|as con-
alked to
over 1o

id they
commit-
nmittee
least a
conclu-
ns.

Sofety Council of Nebrosko: Bud
Weiss, Hostings, chief maintenance
engineer al Mary Lonning Hospltal,

confidential and refused to dis-
cuss the situation.

Story of UNL students

wins president’s award

A story of two University of
Nebraska-Lincoln students —
one with cerebral palsy and the
other who helps him communi-
cale — has won the United
Cerebral Palsy President's
Award.

The award was presented in
Kansas City, Mo, recenlly to
Anne Fadiman, who wrote
“The Expanding World of Bill
Rush" for the January 1980
issue of Life Magazine. Ms.
Fadiman is an editor for Life.
was about Bill Rush, a UNL

junior majoring in journalism
who cannol walk, speak or use
his hands. Mark Dahmke, a
UNL senior and computer
science major who built a com-
puterized voice synthesizer to
help Rush communicate, was
also featured in the story,

As a result of the Life article
Rush and Dahmke have sold
the movie rights to Konizsberg
Co. of California, and a TV or
theater movie is expected to be
produced in 1981, according to
a press release. Both men still
have the book rights and plan
to write a book this summer,
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‘Selleck Quads’ not so different from most students

By William L. Rush gir! right now. T don't know, It has been awhile since my accident. T T PR T
Special Contributor 1 had a hard time adjusting.” -
Rush, who once lived at Selleck Quadrangle, graduated His accident changed his lifestyle.
with from the L ity of ka-Lincoln

“It's a lot different because I was really active in sports.... I
was always out shooting baskets or playing football or something,”
0'Kane said in describing his life before his 1978 snow skiing
accident at Crescent, lowa,

Welfare and Medicaid pay for O'Kane's attendant, David
Rupert, and for his special equipment (except for the door opener,
the speaker phone and air conditioner, which are supplied by
UNL's Affirmative Action Office).

ike O'Kane, Temple said he's going to stay with the field he

had chosen before his accident. Before June 1982, when he
drove his father’s pickup truck off the road and broke his neck, he
attended Kansas State University and majored in veterinary
medicine. He's at UNL now because the campus is flat and close
1o his home in Fremont.

Although Temple can't participate in most of his hobbies —
swimming, racquetball, rodeoing and water skiing — he still

last spring with a degree In journalism. He, too, has quad-
riplegia; cerebral palsy prevents him from using his limbs
and from speaking.
E very fall, Selleck Quadrangle, a coed dormitory at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, welcomes a wide variety of
students. Three such students are Mike 0'Kane, a sophomore in
mechanical engineering from Omaha; Mitch Miller, an
undeclared freshman from Nebraska City; and Dave Temple, a
freshman in pre-veterinary medicine from Fremont.

The three live on the same floor and have something else in
common, At the first floor meeting they introduced themselves to
their dorm mates as the Selleck Quads.

Théy have experienced quadriplegia: They can't walk or fully

-use their hands. 0'Kane broke his neck in a snow skiing accident,
Miller broke his in a diving accident, and Temple broke his in a

car accident. h
; enjoys them. In fact, he said he still water skis by lying ona board
1re\iough ey sharethesame problem,each person S AEFEnl e a boat pull him around. e alsooves o listen fo musc

Unlike his two dorm mates, Temple said that he doesn't have a
paid attendant. He blames bureaucratic red tape in Dodge
County's welfare system for this. Until the situation gets cleared
up, Rupert, O'Kane's attendant, is helping him free of charge.

Miller, on the other hand, didn't plan to go to college before his
diving mishap. He worked on different construction jobs and for
the Burlington Northern Railroad during summers. He had joined
the Air Force on a delayed entry program six months before his
accident.

This semester, he is taking 12 credit hours: an introductory
sociology course, a class in human geography, a course in business
communication and a course in the arts.

He is proud of his family and of how they have adjusted to his

0'Kane is studious, Miller is shy, and Temple is outgoing and
i ndent.

0'Kane takes nine hours per semester and has a 34 grade-point
average, According to him: “It's going to drop this semester,
though.”

Miller doesn't know what his GPA is. Temple's GPA is 2.56; he
failed a five-hour physics class.

“It really dropped me,” Temple said.

Their individual personalities are reflected in how each spends
his day and decorates his dorm room.

0'Kane gets up at 6:30 and spends his mornings in class.
Afternoons and evenings are spent studying in an electric
wheelchair (witha chin control) at a 40-inch-high desk. The desk is
-about a foot higher than the standard desk because O'Kane uses a
stick that he holds in his mouth to write. Actually he uses two
mouthsticks: one for writing and one for turning pages and
moving things around. His dorm room also is equipped with an air
conditioner, an automatic door opener, a hospital bed and a
speaker phone. His room also has a poster of the moon's orbits on
the wall and a Sony stereo tape deck on which he listens to his
brother’s band as well as other bands.

M iller’s dorm room, across the hall, has a coffee maker for

the mornings that Miller doesn't have time to eat breakfast
in Selleck's cafeteria. His room also has a battery charger for his
electric wheelchair, a television set, a wall map of the world, an
electric hospital bed, iwo desks, an oversize Smurf doll, a device
for his hand that allows him to use eating tensils since he doesn't
“have any finger movements, textbooks and a painting of a nude
woman.

His dorm door has a headline frot when Mitch Miller, the
famous conductor, visited Omaha. The headline says:

“MITCH MILLER IS STILL HAVING FUN"

Temple's room, next door to Miller's, reflects his independence
by having only an electric hospital bed, a shower chair and
Towered clothes hangers. It also has pictures of his family, the
American flag, a refrigerator and a cassette tape deck.

Each student also has different interests because of his distinct

P

“All my family have shown super support,” he said. “From what "~ ) - STAFF PHOTO BY RANDY HAMPTON
: See QUADS on page 3E Dave Temple uses the ramp to his dormitory.

background.
(0'Kane wanted to be a mechanical engineer before his accident,
and said he still has the same goal

He is thinking of joining engineering clubs or fraternities, and
he reads best sellers and writes poetry when he's not studying. But
as he said: 4

“T have been concentrating on school.”

But, school and mechanical engineering aren’t all that 0'Kane
thinks about.

“] don't really have a girlfriend,” he said. “I have some girl
friends, but nothing real personal right now. I plan on having one
someday. I find it hard to picture myself in a relationship witha

Mitch Miller gets into his specially equipped van. Mike O’'Kane turns pages using his mouthstick.

Quads

Thave heard, other peaple with disabilities
have gone home out. I think we

and 9. His classes usually start at 9:30.
Before his accident, he got up half an hour
before he had to be at work — if e was -
_lucky. He said: “I find thaf I have to spend
4 lot more time."”
A&:mmm:mmm

Johnson, who are through
Medicaid. e

Bu.lnnmmuummm
lot across the street from Selleck. It's
a van with a hydraulic lift and hand
controls, equippéd so that he can drive it.
Civic organizations in and around
-Nebraska City held several fund-raising -
events to raise money to help him buy it.

His joy is named Lori Ailes. Miller said
that he and Ailes have been going together
for about five years and have been

" engaged for two years,

“She has adjusted very well,” he said.
“She has been a lot of help. She's
understanding. Lori has been a real asset
for me to make a lot of adjustments as far

 as me being sociable with people and

outgoing.

He also loves hunting, fishing and the
outdoors, but hasn't been able to do much
hunting and fishing since his diving

therapy program.

However, the three students do share
trait: optimism about the future.

“I'm hoping that by 1993 they’re goinig to
come up with some way to treat spinal
cord injuries,” 0'Kane said, “and hopefully
1 would be able to use my arms a little .
more.”

0'Kane also said that he wants to be
working at a job making $50,000 a year and
{hat he wants a beautiful wife, a couple of
kids and a nice home in Phoehix, Ariz'

He adds with a wry smile: “I'm’

bly not thinking realistically, I'll
probably be still going to school or
something.”

iller, in contrast, has no definite
plans for after college, but he
thinks he would like to get a job where he
can help others with disabilities. He said:
“I'd just like to get a job so that I can
help people that have been through this
similiar situation. I'm thinking in my mind
that I would like to start my own business
working with handicapped students in
most all areas and with different
handicaps.”
But, Miller adds: “It would be too hard

" to describe what my lifestyle is going to be
. like in 10 years. Right now, I'm just really

interested in getting through college and

trying to decide what I would like to major

in or what I want to do a year from now.”
Miller's indecision about his future

could be partly because he was injured

just a little more than a year ago, so he

ang his family had {0, as he puts it, “make

wheelchair.

“J intend to get out of this wheelchair
somehow,” hé said. “If I can get out of my
wheelchair, I would like to continye with

a degree in veterinary and
in a laboratory. I love to be outside. I don't
want to work inside”

1f Temple is still in a wheelchair, he
said he plans to be a cattle buyer and work
for a feed company or for a major feed lot.

The three vary in their opinions on how
they are helped and perceived by others.

Although he appreciates the extra help
that his professors, classmates and dorm
mates give him, 0'Kane said:

" hen they see me, I don't know

; what they think — if they feel
sorry for me or what, I don’t want them to.
P'm kinda a hard person to get to know.
Once they get to know me they like me
pretty well. But people who I just meet on
the streets kinda shy away from me a
little bit. ... The people who are really
confident with themselves come up and
talk to you and have conversations with
you. I'm not very open and bold, so I have

- ‘a hard time becoming real acquainted

with the other students in class.”

Miller, in contrast, doesn't have any
complaints or misgivings about how he
has been treated at UNL.

“T've found that all of the professors,
classmates and my dorm mates have all
been real helpful,” Miller said. “They have
talked to me to find out — especially my
professors — if they were doing
everything possible so that I could
complete my tests and had enough time. If
I needed to have a person to take notes for
me, they'd help me find people to take
notes. Classmates have been real helpful
They have treated me more than normal.”

Miller added that nobody has been rude,
nobody has tried to ignore him, and
‘everybody has treated him as a person.

Temple agrees with Miller that other
students view him as a person with a
disability rather than a disabled person.

“Some are kind of leery at first,"
Temple said. “But I'm real outgoing, and I
don't seem to have any problems. I get
rowdy once in a while and that seems to
break the ice a little bit."

Perhaps the most telling statement of
how all three have been accepted comes
from their floor’s student assistant, Jack
Jensen, when he said: !

“Except for Dave playing his music too
loud once in a while, I guess there isn't
really any problems with the disabled
students on my floor.” 1
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W PEODLE
UNL student
journeys far

® L]
in his book

Bill Rush, a University of Nebraska-
Lincoln graduate student with cerebral
palsy, has written an autobiography
titled “Journey Out of Silence."

The book tells how Rush, who is
unable to speak or write, has struggled
o communicate using a stylus attached
1o a headband, pecking words into a
computer and into print. It also relates
how another UNL student, Mark
Dahmke, developed a computer with a
voice synthesizer, enabling Rush to say .
m"nmur the first time II‘n 20 years.

is published by Media
Productions of Lincoln.

In the book, Rush says that people
with impairments have been regarded
as “saints, possessed by the devil, as i
children, as untouchables, as clowns, as
tragedies, superhuman, or subhuman.”

He pleads to let a person with
disabilities be treated as any olther
human being.

Tired of being called a cerebral palsy
“victim,” Rush published a media guide
that was nationally distributed last year.
In it, he chastized writers for using
words such as crippled, poor or
wheelchair-bound.

Rush has published numerous articles
by way of his headstick to computer to
printer method and has attained
national recognition. He is adamant,
however, about not being labeled a hero.
“When you write about me," he once
asked Life magazine staff writer Anne
Fadiman, “please remove my halo.”

What he meant, Fadiman explains in
her preface to his autobiography, is that
“he wanted people to know that he
drooled, that he made peculiar noises,
that his arms flapped around as if, as he
put it, ‘T am conducting the flight of the
Bumblebee.' "

Fadiman’s story of Rush was featured

in Life, then excerpted in the Reader’s
Digest. According to the UNL
Information Office, a movie company
may do a film about his life.
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Bill Rush honored with Victory Award

Bill Rush, 335 N. Eighth St., is the
1993 recipient of the Nebraska State
Victory Award, presented yearly as
part of the nationwide awards spon-
sored by the National Rehabilitation
Hosptial in Washington, D.C.

Rush was chosen for exemplifying
“inner strength, tenacity of purpose,
integrity of effort and courage in
overcoming the challenges of cere-
bral palsy.

He will represent Nebraska at the
seventh annual Victory Awards gala

\

salute April 27 in Was DC. He
also is nominated for a national Vic-
tory Award in 1994.

Rush has been an active peer
counselor and has written about inde-
pendence for people with disabilities,
including his autobiography, “Jour-
ney Out of Silence.”

This year’s national honorees in-
clude Sen. Bob Kerrey, D-Neb., ac-
tress Patricia Neal and former De-
troit Lion Mike Utley.
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BY WILLIAM L. RUSH
I'm a person with a disability. I'm

opposed to the changes being pro-

posed by the Republicans and the
Eovernors.

These proposals not only throw
the baby out with Lhe bath water, but
they also throw the house plumbing
oul, Lo

I don't like the present form of
Medicaid. It is based on 1930s tech-
nology. It fosters dependence. It en-
dorses archaic ways. On the
personal level, it is stopping me
from marrying my girliriend of
eight years, Chris Robinson.

I agree that Medicaid needs to be
reformed, bul nol necessarily the
way the Republicans think. It should
be reformed so that it provides a
safety net, not a cap on potential It
should reflect the hope and the
promise of the Americans with Disa-
bilities Act (ADA) of the "90s, rather
than the Greal Depression of the
s,

s 5
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interfaced with
the states” voca-
tional rehabilita-
tion services
and other sup-
port services, in-
cluding

. WILLIAM RUSH

should be set up so that all people
would be guaranteed personal serv-
ice assistants and assistive technolo-
gles that they need (o live fulfilling
and productive lives.

One of the reforms that 1 want to
see involves the disincentive to peo-
ple with disabilities to stay married
or {o get married. That disincentive
shoukd be taken out of the statutes
and regulations for Medicaid eligi-
bility. the present sysiem,
there are two for people
are married. first is the spousal

¢

who Lty

ey e e

impoverishment program. The sec-
ond is the medically needy program.

Both program#, excuse the tech-
nical terminology, “suck.”

Whereas the spousal im
ment program is uﬁlﬂ\;w;;lilleh;
than the medically needy program, [
am someone for whom the spousal

impoverishment program would
probably not apply. The cost of my
care at home is higher than the av-
erage cost of institutional care.
Therefore. | would not be Medicaid
waiver eligible, and accordingly, I
would not be spousal impoverish-
ment eligible. I do not, nor do [ plan
to, live in an institution. I would self-
destruct first.

The medically needy program, on
the other hand, would Chris
and I, as a couple, to 5 down our
manthly income to before we
(or I) would be Medicaid eligible.
We could only have resources up lo
$6.000. The medically needy pro-
gram forces peoples to live in pover-

‘:I..hrh| in poverty, subsequently,
i

T = T SR —————

6

The only options for affordable

and adequate medical care
for people with a disability are
to get divorced or not to get

married at all.

e

puts stress on any marriage. Cou-
ples then divorce. The person with
the tllnllll.lt as anyone, is more
prone to when not happy
and in a situation without the love of
a spouse or significant other. This, in
return, costs the state more in the
long run, not only in terms of addi-
tional costs for sickness, but also in
the quality of life of its citizens when
nn:itlmvnlm are compromised.
Mimhhhﬁhﬂmu
to receive adequate medical care
that the family unit cannot afford.

A

Therelore, what [ propose is this:
Since there are people wanting to
stay married or to get married, but
not jeopardize their medical care or
finances, couples could pay a rea-
sonable amount based on Income,
like they would do for a health insur-
m; le, if a couple to

NIII.II'IFI. a were
pay §200 per month toward medical zpd
care, over the span of 35 5200
Ermunrhhumn Not a

d return for a system (hat could
get nothing back if it continues busi-

A

O Py A

vl

r nt system. Chris
would have tzr:;:nd hy:mM
down to §6,000 and her income down
to almost nothing (which is worse

than ri;
muﬂ'." then 1 would be elj lb‘le

o get the Medicaid services
need.

However, Chris is not willing to do
that. She loves me, but she is nol stu-

pid.
The current system is nol fair or
smart when the only options for af-
fordable and adequate medical care
for people who experience a dizabili-
ty are to get divoreed or not to gel
married at all.
The Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) r;:l ADA are
EMpow o generation who will
be used to a full life and will
want a “life” just like everyone else.
And this includes a choice to marry
and to hnr- a family. The eurrent
system s repared for this.
m 's time it got pre-
Willam Rush iives in Lincoin,

¥ b

) and be broke for six -
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Professor’s work
with handicapped
gains recognition

By Carol Harrah

A UNL professor has gained national recognition for
her work in coordinating the handicapped services pro-
gram at UNL.

a member of the President’s Committee for the
Plight of the Handicapped for several years, Lois Schwab
has community involvement with the handi-

She also coordinates faculty and student research to
ide more tools and services for disabled people.
“I saw that there was a definite need for, and interest
in, training and research work with students for the handi-
capped,” Schwab said. “Through the work being done
here at UNL, we have been able to generate more state-
wide interest in the plight of the handicapped, as well as
more tools and services for them.”
Oneodenwab’smonhigMyreco%ilndmomplish-
ments is her work with UNL students Bill Rush and Mark
Dahmke

Rush, a journalism major who has cerebral , com-
municates with a head stick on a2 word and voice
synthesizer that were designed by Dahmke, a computer

Schwab’s work with the two students 1s bemng made
into a two-hour television movie, to be aired on CBS later
this year.
“I have been pleased with the progress Bill has made,”
she said. “He is beginning to write a book about his life,
which will be beneficial to all types of people. You don’t

t to read much about what the disabled person really
eels, from their point of view, so the book ought to be
interesting,” Schwab said.

career at UNL

Schwab began her career at UNL. She taught classes in
such subjects as consumer affairs and home management.
When she retired from teaching to have children, she
worked part time, teaching classes in UNL’s adult edu-
cation program.

Schwab said she began by teaching classes in home
management. Later she conducted classes dealing with
stroke and heart disease in women, areas that were new in
research and growing in public interest.

From this research, Schwab started the handicapped
services program. She started providing student training
and research work for the handicapped.

Other universities began developing their own programs
after seeing what was being done at UNL, she said.
Schwab now teaches students in her program about under-
standing handicapped persons from the pre-school stage
and beyond.

The handicapped services program has gained a
reputation of quality work for, and with, the handi-
capped, Schwab said. There are now seven state agencies
that provide outlets for UNL's research and training for
the handicapped. With their help, UNL now has more
time to develp research, to devote to student training
and to make more tools and services available to the
handicapped, she said.

National conference

In November, Schwab will attend the national confer-
ence for the National Women's Committee for the Plight
of the Handicapped. Nancy Reagan serves as the group’s
honorary chairwoman.

“From the very beginning, |1 have promised the need
for sensitivity to change, techniques and the process of
worS];h:g w‘;itlulu;s)eoltihe who have dza&ilities.” Schwab l}u!:l‘:.

said this is the one aspect e program that
has developed more fully than other uml:ersmes

“You can always teach students what services there are
for the handicapped, and how to use them, but that isn’t
enough,” she said. “The student must also have a know-
ledge of the disabled person’s attitude and learn how to
deal with this.

“In order to help a person to grow and develop, you
must know what they are thinking so as to better help
them change in theit attitudes and coming to an under-
standing of their disability.”
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Garp creator discusses new book, life as writer

By Bill Rush

I learned to my astonishment that Garp creator, John
Irving, the most successful “‘serious™ writer in America
(according to “Time" magazine), wears jeans and a T-
shirt.

Irving wore his blue jeans at Middlebury College’s
Breadloaf Writer's conference this summer. He also lectur-
ed with his colleagues, Stanley Elkin, John Gardner, and
Erica Jong The Breadloaf Conference was formed by
Robert Frost in 1926. The annual two-week conference
gives the writers and writing teachers a chance to share
their knowledge with writing students in a summer camp
atmosphere.

Irving, 39, is responsible for a philosophy called Gar-
pomania that swept the country in the lare 70s. If early
reviews are any indication, his latest book, “The Horel
New Hampshire,” will carve another noich in the
American culture. The following interview was conducted
in Middlebury Vermont this past August.

Bill Rush: Can you tell me about Horel New Hamp-
shire?

John Irving: Well, it's the fifth book, and I hope it’s
the best of them. But it’s a love story more than any of
the others were. It’s about a boy whose in love with his
older sister. And it’s a story about how a family gets over
the people in its group within the family, who don’t make
it,

B.R.: Where did you get the idea for Hotel New Hamp-
shire?

J.L: It's probably the least autobiographical of a numb-
er of books, none of which were really autobiographical.
But by the time you get to a fourth or fifth book, what-
ever personal experience you've been writing about is
largely used up.

So what mattered to me most in initiating this novel
was that it's really the first novel that is completely
imagined. That is, it’s a fairy tale in a sense of a story for
children . . . that you need to know the least about the
world outside in order to read or understand it. It’s much
more the kind of book that is a door you enter and
another door you go out.

In a way, stories for children I think are like that. And
| wanted the whole of the novel to be like a dream that
you begin and then wake up from; a whole thing rather
than a series of events. So I think that was both the first
and sort of last idea I had with it.

B.R.: What are the “‘universal truths™ in Hotel New
Hampshire’

J.1.: This is usually a question other people should say
of you rather than you should answer of yourself. But . . .
it’s a novel that has frequent refrains, it makes use of
repetitions . . . litanies. I suppose it's in those refrains that
get repeated throughout the novel that you hear the
closest thing to universals that there are. The old man who
is the grandfather of the family says once to his grandson
in reference to weightlifting that “you’ve got to get
obsessed and stay obsessed.” That becomes the last line of
the book, and what it really becomes is a deterrent to
suicide, or a deterrent to quitting, a deterrent to giving up.

There’s also one suicide in the book. It’s another way
of saying “you must have something in your life you wish
to do intentionally, pruposefully and deliberately.

L 4
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John Irving

Because without it you're subject to accident or depres-
sion, and the book makes use of another old city folk tale
of Vienna. It makes use of a phrase, an old Viennese
phrase called “‘keep passing the open windows,” which is
simply a way of saying “don’t kill yourself or don’t quit
on yourself,” and it comes from an old sort of city history
of a clown, a man who trains animals.

He’s a street performer and he never gets paid enough
and he never gets treated well enough, and one day with

The physical handicap that jocks have
is that theyre never very comfortable
with getting older than 19.

—John Irving

a box full of his animals he jumps out a window and all
the people then, who paid no attention to him . . . miss
him when he’s gone. It's from this the phrase comes,
“keep passing the open windows,” which is a sort of greet-
ing. A form of hello/goodbye, hello/goodbye.

It's a book, I suppose, whose biggest universal is one of
self-esteem and self preservation to the main people in
these novels, the kind of attacks upon you that . . . assault
upon you really, that threaten to take your self away.

The heroine is raped when she’s a young girl. The
youngest daughter of this family never grows. Her growth

is rusted is some way near birth and this becomes meta-
phorical . . . her ambition to become a writer, which in
her own eyes she never can become quite good enough at.
That’s as close as I can come to a universal conversation.

B.R.: Why did you become a writer?

J.1: I wasn’t good enough at anything to consider ser-
jously becoming. I think a lot of writers start out distract-
ed because they could be a number of things. I wasn’t
good in school, I wasn’t a very good student. I could never
have gotten a very good job, I never actually wanted to
have a job. If you grow up knowing you never wanted to
have a job . . . Jesus, you've got to find something else,
you see.

I wrestled as a schoolboy and I loved wrestling, but |
wasn’t particularly good at it. So the idea of being a
wrestler who lost all the time . . . this is also a wearing
process. So my options were very infrequent. [ spent a lot
of time imagining I suppose, that I might be a person who
would like to have a job, or I might be a person who could
do something else. But it seemed like the best thing I
could do as a child was make things up.

B.R.: In some ways we are similar, in some ways we are
opposite. You have characters who are jocks and I have
characters who are physically handicapped. . .

J.I.: Let me try to guess that one out. You see, jocks
have another kind of handicap. The physical handicap
that jocks have is that they're never very comfortable with
getting older than 19. So that they remain perpetually
more immature than other people and they don’t grow
old very well. Because if their earliest form, as a kid’s
form of self-esteem, was because of what they could do
physically, it's quickly recognizable to them in their 20s
that they’re not doing something nearly as well-as when
they were 17 or 18.

This is depressing news to people who insist on seeing
themselves through how well their bodies work. The point
about bodies is as they get older, they work less well.
Jocks are less capable of accepting this simple news than
the rest of the world. I suppose this is a mental handicap
as well as a physical handicap.

My uncle always referred to me as a late bloomer. One
of my uncles inisisted on this view of me, which meant
simply that he didn’t like me until I did something. Un-
fortunately most people don’t give you credit for being a
writer until there’s evidence . . . until there’s the book, al-
though you could, as many people have, gone through
half your life getting the book. Which doesn’t seem to me,
make you less of a writer. My uncle’s feeling was that
since | wasn’t particularly good at, or didn’t particularly
accomplish anything until I was in my late 20s . . . ergo
“late bloomer.”

This is inconsistent with being a jock, because jocks
bloom in their teenage years and never outgrow them.

B.R.: What do you think of critics in general?

J.L: Well . .. I usually don’t make comments about
critics. My favorite remark about a critic was said by the
writer Steven Becker, who sent me a consoling letter after
he’d read a very bad review of one of my books in which
he said: “Critics are the tick birds of the literary rhinocer-
0s.” From this time he sent me this unfortunate letter, I
continue to see them in that way. They serve the function
of the cow’s tail on a sunny day.
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‘No Guts, No Glory’. .

Life in a Tipsy Wheelchair

Bill Rush, of Omaha, is a quadriplegic who
will graduate from the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln in May with a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in journalism. He has written
several articles for the magazine about his
high school and college experiences, He com-
municates with a headstick and letter chart;
also types with the headstick.

By Bill Rush
Y PROFESSOR patiently explained:
“You must redo this shot. It's not an
action shot in the true sense of the
word,”

“BUT,” I argued, spelling out the words
with my head stylus and alphabet card, “ITS
A PICTURE OF A WHEELCHAIR BAS-
KETBALL GAME THERES ACTION SEE
THE BALL GOING UP?"

“Right, but there's no horizontal motion
with the vertical movement, If 1 were you,
I'd go down to some place like the track and
shoot a jogger or the freshman football prac-
tice. I'm pretty sure the track’s accessible,”
the instructor said.

I groaned,

“Remember, Bill, the slogan is: ‘No guts,
No glory, " the photojournalism professor
(who was also my adviser) chimed.

I remembered these words as I groped for
a ramp onto the track and field section near
Memorial Stadium. I went around one fence
post and encountered steps. I backed up and
tried the other branch of the Y-shaped fork.
It looked promising. At least it sloped toward
the field. I started down.

The incline was too steep. I lost control of
my chair. I headed toward the end of the
wide sidewalk. My right front wheel went off
the side. Momentum and the sharp drop-off
were enough to topple the 300-pound chair on
its side. Like a good captain, 1 went down
with my ship. What choice did [ have?

“My name is Bill Rush, I'm at UNL's track
and field,” I thought to myself, checking for
amnesia. “And I'll kill my professor. Should
his death be slow or fast?”

A passer-by saw me on the ground and said
the usual: “Oh, my God.”

He knelt beside me and asked: “‘Are you
all right?”

I nodded my head “yes” and laughed.

“Just a minute and I'll get help,” the
stranger said.

HEN HE CALLED out to another

I felt great until then,

One of the freshman football players made
a beautiful catch.

“Damn, that would have made a nice shot
for my assignment,” I thought as I waited for
the campus police. One wheel up, one wheel
down — headstick sideways.

Two uniformed men came running, fol-
lowed by the second passer-by. All four men
pulled my electric wheelchair upright, The
first passer-by made sure my torso followed
the chair. I wondered how my chair and cam-

era had fared in the fiasco. My body would
heal, but the expensive equipment would
have to be repaired or replaced.

“‘Are you all right, sir>” asked the first
officer.

I nodded my head “yes.”

*‘Maybe we should call an ambulance,” the
second officer suggested.

I shook my head “no.”

The policeman didn't understand and
started to speak into his walkie-talkie: “We
need an ambulance by the track. A quadri-
plegic tipped his chair off the sidewalk. He is
conscious but unable to talk coherently. . ..
Over...."

1 wanted to laugh and cry at once. I shook

mmmﬂancoandcbordmrion.ﬂm Rush gets his camera shot.

my head violently at the next mention of an
ambulance. They got the message and talked
to the dispatcher again:
“Um, cancel the ambulance. The victim
doesn't desire it.”
““How does he talk to us?” the first officer
the second.

asked

“I think he talks by pointing to that letter-
chart beside his camera, Hey, I have to run.
Sorry I can’t be more help,” the first passer-
by said.

“Thanks,” the first officer shouted to the
departing passer-by. “Now, let's try again.
Are you sure you don't need an ambulance?”

“NO I AM OK BUT I DONT KNOW
ABOUT MY CAMERA AND CHAIR” 1

spelled slowly so the two officers could fol-
low. “MAYBE YOU SHOULD CALL AMCO
(I meant Aamco Transmission Co.)
INSTEAD OF AN AMBULANCE.”

battery casing and the fuse holder had been
broken. .

“Who do we call now, sir?” asked the first
officer. '

‘472073 OR THE SELLECK DESK 472-
1075 MY AIDE SHOULD BE AT THE FIRST
NUMBER IF HE ISNT CALL THE SELL-
ECK DESK AND THEY WILL SEND A
STUDENT ASSISTANT OUT TO GET ME.”
Again I spelled it slowly so that the officers
could understand.

They did what [ suggested over their two-
way radios. I could hear the dispatcher five
minutes later as she reported:

“We didn't get at the 4720733
number, but the Selleck officer is sending out
somebody to get him. . . Over....”

Just as the residence director from the
Selleck Quadrangle dormitory arrived, so did
my photojournalism professor.

“Rush,” the prof greeted me lighthearted-
ly, “you're going to have a police record as
long as my arm if you don’t watch it. Don’t
tell me your chair battery died again,

“'A student who was monitoring the police
calls came to my office and told me you were
giving the cops a hard time, so I came to see
if 1 could help,”

“He didn't run out of juice. He tipped
over,” said Doug, the residence director.

“Did you at least get some pictures before
You tipped over, Bill?” joked the professor.

1 shooked my head “no,” and didn’t laugh.
I didn't feel like joking. 1 was cold, tired and
scared. | wanted to forget about the stop
action shot. An “F” on this assignment suited
me just fine.

“Now, Bill, you just took the wrong en-
trance,” the professor soothed. “You'll have
more luck if you go all the way around to the

rth I'm sure it's
I'm also sure that as soon as your chair has
recovered you will come back here and get a
nice action shot. Notice how I said ‘will.’ "

HAT A DAY. I had to go back to
my room in the dorm. Then a
cheery thought popped into my
mind. My little friend would stop by to listen
to music and have a Coke with me. I would
enjoy that, and it would make up for my day
mtmk.lnm@tunwgesconed me

'Whm'eylhcktomymrmmn, Paul
was waiting with quiet calm and terrific hu-
mor,

“Hi, strangers,” he said as Doug wheeled
me into the room. “A desk worker told me
thnymwmexpeﬁmhghh‘mmiul
pictures at the track by tipping your chair
over on its side. From the look on your face, |
bet it didn't work too well. But the desk
worker didn't give me. much detail. She just
told me you tipped over by the track.”

The residence director related what hap-
pened as best he could. When he told Paul
about the chair being broken, Paul immedi-
ately suggested:

to see if

We can get-the chair in tonight, That way,
Friend Roger won't have to do it in the morn-
ng.
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Hanors graduate Rush , , ,

Jn Bursert World-Herud
Hard work plus caring people equals UNL diploma with distinction.

Cerebral Palsy Victim Credits
Team Effort on His Graduation

By Steve Jordon
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

Lincoln — Tt will be a climax of sorts when
Bill Rush crosses the stage this morning to pick
up hus University of Neoraska-Lincoln diploma

His efforts toward a college degree began
imearsxgo at 1P, Lord School in Omaha, or per-

ps even earlier when his parents realized that

although the young cerebral palsy victim's body
hardly worked, his mind did

“[ puess you would say my graduation was a
team effort,” Rush typed with a pointer at:
1ached 10 4 headband. He can't speak.

Team Effort

Outside his Lincoln apartment _ (proudly
marked with a sticker reading, “Member, U
Alumni Association”'), Rush, 27, named a lfu o
his teammates:

=Deanne Caughey, a high school student who
tutored him,

 Bacon, an aide who became a friend
when Rush entered college seven years ago

—Mark Dahmbke, & computer amalyst who
ngged up @ voice symhesizer and other elec-
tronic equipment to make Rush's work easier,

~Members of the UNL faculty, especially
those at the School of Journalism, which will
award his degree in magazine writing,

“They were willing 0 work with me” he
typed,

For example, he was allowed 10 satisty jour-
nalism degree requirements by taking linguistics
rather than a foreign language.

Writing is Rush's forte, largely because that's
the one way he lets peaple know what he thinks.
He communicates most rapidly with his head
pointer, pushing around letters and common
words on a board to patsently spell out his pro-
fessional future.

Knows Limitations

“| have no Intention of being the one who
chases ambulances,™ Rush said “The point 15, [
know my limitations, But [ could be a weekly
columnist.”

His application to graduate school Camegie-
Melion University in Pittsburgh is pending. His
UNL degree will be with distinction, the result of
a 1,65 grade-point average.

His immediate ambitions are a master's de-
gree and a part-time job as a columnist or fea-
fure writer with a neuspuE:r

"Free-lancers starve, said.

His long-range plans are more ambitious

“I hope 1o be @ novelist and win the Pulitzer
Prize.”

He also wants to own his own home some day,
and stop recelving financial aid from the state,
which pald for his tuition and expenses

It's that kind of ambition that has won Rush
the respect of many at the university, said Jack

Please tum to Page 6, Col. |
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Rush at keyboard . .

. wants to obtain graduate degree and job as columnist.

Page 1

Jim Burnett/World-Herald

Honors Graduate Credits Team Effort

e(Continued from Page |
Botts, news-editorial chairman at UNL.

“He eamed everything he got,” Botts
said. I think he worked harder than
most people, because he had to.”

Rush listened to audio versions of his
textbooks on tape, took notes with a
tape recorder and wrote his exams on a
typewriter.

He used a camera mounted on his
wheelchair for photography classes, but
took statistics instead of geometry be-
cause he couldn't draw.

One professor tried to turn him away
from a class.

"“The professor did not want me, but
1 stayed in, anyway.” Rush said, and

earned a B.

He said he doesn't want to make a
bxg deal out of graduating.

“It's not that I'm shy and retiring,”
he wrote. “I feel that graduation of a
person with a severe disability should
not be regarded as unusual. I hope
more people with disabilities will go to
college; not because | did it, but be-
cause they think they can.”

Graduation does not solve Rush’s
problems. Under the state welfare sys-
tem, If he gets a job and earns enough
money to support himself, his aid stops.
He said his starting pay in a job, how-
ever, probably would not be enough for
him to afford to pay the people that

feed him, bathe him and care for his
him.

“So, It's to my benefit to remain
unemployed,” he said. “But I want a
job. I don't know the answer, except to
trust in God. He has taken me this far.”

Rush said there are two people he
owes special thanks — his parents, Mr.
and Mrs, James M. Rush of Omaha.

“I'm grateful to my parents for let-
ting go of me,” he said. “It took a lot
for them to allow me to try my uncer-
tain wings.

“Most parents of people with disabili-
ties never do let their children mature,
I'm proud that my parents were dif-
ferent. They took a big risk by letting
me grow up.”
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Nebraska Alumnus Coachin
Reporters on Disabled People

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

Lincoln — A University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln alumnus with cere-
bral palsy who said he is tired of
being cal ed a “victim” is coaching
news organizations on how to write
about people with disabilities.

- When Bill Rush graduated from
UNL last year, a newspaper
h|eadllne read, “‘Cerebral Palsy Vic-
tim..."

“There I was, %raduating with dis-
tinction, and still I was a victim,”
Rush said.

That account of his graduation
spurred Rush to write a news media
guide for reporting on people with

disabilities, called “Write With Dig-

nity."” More than 2,000 booklets have
been mailed to members of the news
media across the country, and
hundreds of additional requests have
been received.
The guide was co-written with the
League of Human Dignity and
blished by the Gilbert M. and
rtha H. Hitchcock Center at
UNL. The Hitchcock Center was es-
tablished to promote graduate edu-

- cation in journalism
One of Rush's p 3 goals is to
stop the use of the word “disabled”

as a noun — rather than as an ad-
jective — to describe people with
disabilities. Paralyzed from the neck
down, Rush works for Nebraska Ad-
vocacy Services. L
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By Alison Young

WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

Lincoln — Bill Rush is a quadri-
plegic and cannot speak. His reac-
tion is “‘so what.”

Rush, 31, is a writer.

Strapped into an electric wheel-
chair, Rush leans over a computer
keyboard. A wand, held in place by
bands, protrudes from his forehead.

With the headstick, he picks out
one letter at a time to make words
appear on the screen in front of him.

With each key stroke, the computer’s
voice synthesizer spells aloud.

In this manner, Rush has written a
217-page book, “Journey Out of Si-
lence,” which was released last
month. It is a book whose time has
come, he said.

“Boy, how do I say this without
sounding vain,” he wondered on the
computer screen. ‘“Most books I
have read on people with disabilities
have said the authors have ‘coped’
with their disabilities and have

‘overcome’ them. I hate ‘coped’ and
‘overcome,’ " he spelled, his body
shaking so hard with excitement that
his chair quaked.

My book takes a different slant,”
he said. “I hope it says, ‘All right
people, 1 have a disability — so
what." "

Rush has cerebral palsy, a condi-
tion caused by damage to a child’s
developing brain.

In 1983, Rush graduated with hon-

Please turn to Page 9, Col. 1

Bill Batson/World-Herald
Rush at his keyboard . . . “My book takes a different slant. I hope it says, ‘I have a disability — so what.””

Book Studies Reaction to Disabilities

Author Breaks Silence 1 Letter at a Time

Author Finishes ‘Journe

#Continued from Page 1

ors from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln with a journalism degree. Al-
most four years later, however, it still
frustrates him that a newspaper story
about his graduation ran a headline that
identified him as a *‘Cerebral Palsy vic-
tim.”

“Here I'm graduating with honors
from a leading university, but still I'm
called a victim,” Rush said.

That headline motivated Rush to co-
author a news media guide for re-
porting on people with disabilities.

The guide, “Write With Dignity,” in-
cludes words and phrases that are used
and avoided by people with disabilities,
suggestions for interviewing people
with disabilities and short descriptions
of various disabilities.

“Journey Out of Silence” shows so-
ciety’s reactions toward a person with a
disability, Rush said, In many of these
reactions, Rush finds humor.

“Humor is very important in my life
and in the book,” he spelled.

His book recounts his thoughts about
such childhood experiences as when,
without his headstick, he couldn’t tell
his mother that he had lost a loose tooth
in the food he kept spitting out, and she
kept feeding him.

Rush is adamant that people think
neither better nor worse of him because
of his disability.

Laughter or Anger

“So I'm warning you,” he said, “if
you paint me either as a superman or
as a victim, I'm burning a wheelchair
on your lawn,” When he shook in his
chair, it was difficult to tell if it was
with laughter or anger.

“Journey Out of Silence” took 12
years to write, Rush said. Each letter
was painstakingly picked out on a word
processor by the nodding of Rush’s

Bluffs Crash Victim
Shows Improvement

The condition of a 2l-year-old man
injured when his vehicle rolled several
times near Interstate 680 and West
Dodge Road was upgraded to fair

liead and the stroke of his headstick.

Rush said he hadn't really planned on
writing a book.

As a journalism student and after
graduation, Rush has worked as a free-
lance writer. One of his articles, which
appeared in The World-Herald Mag-
azine of the Midlands, caught the atten-
tion of an Omaha writer, who insisted
that Rush write a book.

“My first reaction was, ‘You are
crazy. I'm in college, I can't doit,’ " he
sajd. “But she said to start by writing
short magazine-type stories during va-
cations and worry about tying them to-
gether later.”

So Rush started writing, one story at
a time,

By reading his book, Rush said, he
hoped people would learn to look be-
yond the disability.

“I am a fan of Martin Luther King,
who said he had a dream that one day
his children would be judged by the con-
tent of their hearts, not the color of
their skin,” Rush said.

Taking Pride

Before this can happen to people with
disabilities, he said, those people must
start taking pride in themselves.

Rush is especially bothered by the
use of the word “disabled.”

“We often say, ‘I'm disabled,’ and
that's a no-no,” he said. “We should
say, ‘I have a disability.’

“It's like calling women girls, But
women got together and said look,
enough of this. And people with disabil-
ities must do the same.”

The spiral bindings on some of
Rush's books are an example of this
fight. Rush pointed to a thesaurus on &
shelf above his computer,

“Now open it without holding the
pages,” he commanded. The thesaurus
was ‘perfect bound’ — a type of binding
used for most books, which imposes a
handicap on people who cannot use
their hands to read it, Rush said.

*“Throughout my life I've had trouble
with perfect bindings,” he said. "So
when 1 finally sold my book I kind of
shocked the publisher because the only
demand 1 had on my contract was that
at least some be spiral bound.”
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When his publisher hedged on the de-
nand, Rush insisted.

“] am a leader in pushing for accessi-
)ility and I won't publish an inaccessi-
)le book. That’s hypoeritical,” he said.

Spiral Bound

The publisher had never thought of it
ike that, Rush said.

Of the first 3,000 books printed, about
500 were spiral bound, Rush said.

The book’s title was his mother’s
|dea. Rush said he thinks the title is OK.
“I tried telling (my publisher) we
should call it, “The Purple Passion of
Midnight, — to sell it," Rush said,
shaking in his chair as the room filled
with the sound of laughter his computer
will generate at the push of a button.

Rush lives on his own in a small, one-
room Lincoln apartment. He has hired

aides who feed, bathe and dress mm.

Controls on the lapboard of his wheel-
chair allow him to open and close the
apartment door electronically. Also on
the lapboard is an alphabet chart,
which he also uses to communicate,

In addition to its speech synthesizer,
his computer is equipped with functions
for playing games of chess and control-
ling the room's lighting. It also has a
word processor and a memory address
book.

His phone system also a uses a voice
synthesizer.

*“The joys of computers,” he said.

After being on the shelves for only a
month, Rush said, “Journey Out of Si-
lence” has sold out at some bookstores
and his publishers are considering a
second printing.

“] want to stress that without my
family, friends and God, I couldn’t have
done this,"” he said.

His plans include a fiction book about
life in a rehabilitation center or editing
an anthology of stories written by peo-
ple with speech problems.

Rush questions applying the word lit-
erary to his writing. “You are only lit-
erary if nobody understands you,” he
spelled.

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK

100 OZ. JM .999 Silver Bars
$565.00 each, Lot of 10 $555.00:
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UNL alum writes to free spirit

To sign the books, Rush uses his
headstick to stamp on the slogan:
“'Disability Cool, Let the Spirit Set
You Free! William L. Rush.”

“Disability

By Natalie Weinstein
Staff Reporter

One afternoon when Bill Rush
was still & child, he was stung by a

i mmdinpaln.butun
st to settle down.

s e

One afternoon when Rush was in
college he was told by a pair of
“fanatic fundamentalists” that he
was by thedevil and should
let God cast on} l.ll{ demons.

On the first day of Rush’s first
journalism class, his professor at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
told him to drop the class and
change his major.

Rush didn't listen to the profes-
sor. In 1983, he graduated from
UNL's College of Joumalism with
honers.

beeonthephm«mi
1

LAl

These and other events from Rush's
life are included in his first book
and autobiography, “Journey Out of
Silence.”

“Journey Out of Silence,” which
was published last December,

took
_M‘Mnmuwmndo

another person.
It describes his struggle to be
understood.

Rush, 31, has cerebral palsy, He
does not have the use of his arms,
legs or voice. To write his 217-page
book, Rush used a headstick strapped
around his skull to punch the words,
letter by letter, into his computer.

To “speak” Rush also uses the
headstick to punch letters into the
computer, which are then spelled
aloud by a voice synthesizer.

Rush is scheduled to autograph
bookstonimrzom 6 p.. to 7 p.m.
at the Nebraska Center for Continu-
ing Education.

care if you have a disability.”

The rest of the slogan, “Let the
Spirit Set You Free!," means being
m to look past disabilities, Rush

Some people have called Rush a
“superhero.” Others have called him
a“victim.” Rush dislikes both terms.
Everyone, he said, has disabilities.

“My disability is more visible,"
he said, “but lives with
limitations. So I don’t see why I
should be excluded or granted saint-
hood because mine shows.”
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sing a wheelchair, He was able to
enter the post office thanks to a newly
lled 3

The ADA also made it easier for

Bush signed the ADA into law, I felt I
had become a full citizen.”

Free landed a job last fall with the
help of an American Sign Language
interpreter, provided by his employer
during the interview and first few
working days, and a vibrating pager.

Other people interested in telling
their stories can send them to the Na-
tional Council on Disability, 1331 F St
N.w.lis#u 1050, Washington, D.C.,
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William Rush was ‘persistent ploneer for disabled

By KRISTIN ZAGURSK]
WORLD-HERALDSTAFFWRITER

William Louis Rush was a pio-
neer who helped give a voice to
the voiceless.

Because of cerebral palsy,
Rush himself could not speak
until his mid-20s, when longtime
friend Mark Dahmke built him a
voice synthesizer.

The process was the subject
of a January 1980 Life magazine
article and also was detailed in
Rush’s 1986 book, “Journey Out
of Silence.”

Rush was quadriplegic and
used a wheelchair. He typed us-
ing a stylus attached to a head-
band.

His book details his life
through college, when he be-
came the first student with a dis-

ability to live in the dorms at the
University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln, said his wife, Chris.

Rush was in the process of
writing a sequel to the book
when he died Monday at his Lin-
coln home. The 49-year-old died
of complications from a neck in-
jury received in a 1998 car acci-
dent, including recurring pneu-
monia, his wife said.

Rush was born in Omaha and
attended J.P. Lord School. He
entered UNL in 1976 and earned
a bachelor’s degree in journal-
1smin 1983.

Rush and his wife were mar-
ried in October 1999. Six months
later, he got sick.

Despite his poor health, Rush
continued working on his second
book and as a contributing
writer for the League of Human

W

Have Total

Dignity's newsletter, his wife
said.

It was Rush's persistence in
the face of “absolutely unimag-
inable odds” and his ability to
make changes for himself and
others that his wife will remem-
ber most.

Bill's the persistent pioneer,”
she said.

“Journey Out of Silence" isn't
just an autobiography;it's alsoa
guide for people with disabili-
ties on how to live indepen-
dently, Dahmke said.

“He always said, ‘Why didn't
God give me a voice?’ " Chris
Rush said, “but he was truly the
voice of the voiceless.”

Even so, Bill Rush didn't want
to be thought of as a “super-
man,” his wife said.

“His greatest desire was to
have a family and live a normal
life,” she said. “He always said
that he wanted to be remem-
bered as a husband and a father,
and we got the first thing done.”

A celebration of Rush’s life
will be at 10 a.m. Wednesday at
First Baptist Churchin Lincoln.

In addition to his wife, Rush is
survived by his mother, Lois, of
Pawnee City, Neb.; and brothers
James of Tecumseh, Neb., Don-
ald of Omaha and Robert of Ok-
lahoma.

Mav unit and unur familu walk in nasra far

‘.v
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William Rush, quadriplegic activist for disabled, dies at 49

Omaha native
pushed people’s
perceptions just by
trying to be regular.
o
William Rush once wrote about
desire to get out

overwhelming
on the dance floor and shake it for
all he was worth.

g

struck one letter at a time with a
stick attached to his forehead until
he finished an autobis hy,
;olurmy out of Silence,” pul ll&ed

986.
The first quadriplegic to gradu-
ate from me%nlverslty of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln, the guinea pig for voice

thesis him

syni
to speak, the subject of a Life maga-
zine cover story and the most well-
known Lincoln activist for the dis-
abled was first a writer.

dancer?

“But the band was rock
‘n’ roll and I wanted to
“Push me out on the dance
oah died
Monday at age 49,
falling victim to pneumonia and se-
vere neck In":ﬂes originally sus-
Eainedwhen wassu-uckhlg?"%:lr
years according to
Chrbdn:gbhuon
Hedidn'tlivﬁl:rdleavlcﬂmﬂg
cerebral palsy, she says, te
lnnbﬂltymwnlk.umtm nor-

lngm;i.he wi
th the

mmmmd
“He wanted to use the power of
to show not saints

not subhuman,” n said
Tuesday. “Just human.”

The of with
dhamunﬂmmod
in the late 1970s, she said, when
rolled onto duUnivmltyofg
braska-Lincoln campus.

The Omaha native had graduat-
ed from J.P. Lord School, done well

on the SAT and then entered a
world where no one like him had
previously succeeded.

In print, Rush remembered the
then-head of affirmative action at
UNL telling him he'd be the first and
last quadriplegic to attend the uni-

classmates, frustration at the inabil-
ity to communicate and the belief

tlmhlscerebralrwlqc)!wouldnever

® Rush

Continued from Page 1B

Finally, he had a voice, albeit one
that fast friends agreed sounded
somewhat Swedish.

In 1983, he graduated from the
university’s journalism college with
honors.

“What he was doing then, it just
wasn't done,” Dahmke said Tues-
day. “People like him didn't go to
college or make it through college.
He did, of course.”

The story drew Life editor Anne
Fadiman to campus a year before
Rush’s graduation. She found a 24-
year-old man making classmates’
howl with laughter even though
they sometimes had to wait min-
utes for him to type the punch line.

‘She also found a UNL student
who was still convinced no woman
could love him.

Then, in 1988, he went to Dis-
neyland.

A conference there about alter-

nate ways to communicate led to a
chance meeting with Robinson, a
presenter at the conference.

Two years later the Canadian
moved to Lincoln, eventually wed-
ding a man who always wanted to
be a husband and father.

“We got the first one done,”
Robinson said Wednesday, taking a
break from her late husband's view-
ing at Roper and Sons Funeral
Home.

His funeral is set for 10 am. to-
day at Lincoln's First Baptist
Church, and his burial is at 3 p.m. in
Omabha’s Forest Lawn Cemetery.

Rush, of course, will be remem-
bered as more than a family man.

He wrote a manual for the na-
tion’s newsrooms, instructing them
on how to refer to people with dis-
abilities.

He fought to allow people with
disabilities to ge married and keep
their Medicaid — the resulting Ne-
braska legislation is one-of-a-kind,
his wife says.

He testified before Congress
about the Americans with Disabili-

ties Act.

His autobiograﬂhy served as
“sort of a handbook about how to
live independently,” Dahmke said.

And always, the William L. Rush
newspaper pieces with headlines
like, “Bus not meeting everyone’s
needs,” “Getting to cabaret not
easy,” “Failure to pass Americans
u?ifK Disabilities Act too costly,” and
“Selleck Quads’ not so different
from most students.”

That last story shows the similar-
ities and differences of three quad-
riplegic students all living in Selleck
the year after Rush's graduation.

The goal is the same as a T-shirt
Rush wore for the Life photo shoot.
The words “No I'm Not" are sten-
ciled above a picture of Superman.

Hewanted readers to realize that
people with disabilities were just
regular people, his wife says.

He just wanted to be a regular
guy, too. Problem is, he wasn't.

“He really was the voice for the
voiceless.”

Reach Matthew Hansen at 473-7245 or
mhansen@joumalstar.com.
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Looking back
at sweep of
lives in 2004

he annual replacement of calendars prompts a look
backward, summoning memories of lives that drew to a
close as the past 12 months slipped into history.

After Ronald Reagan's death many recalled his famous
words in Berlin, “Mr. Gorbachey, tear down this wall.” Charley
Thone, the first governor to endorse Reagan for president,
called Reaﬂu's words “the sound bite that will live forever.”
mlOtIﬁer ths were felt more keenly in their own special lo-

spheres. :

Frank Morrison; 99, was a leading Democratic voice in Ne-
braska for more than a halfcentury.%-le continued making a
mark in his 90s with his successful campaign to construct the
Great Platte River Road . “It's been a great ride,” Mor-
rison said as he battled cancer this spring. “But sooner or later
you Etl:]ome t:,[ t:wh:nd of the road.”

e ney, 76, was a silver-tongued der
whengencame to persuading donors to part wun their Egld in
the cause of improving Nebraska's state Under his lead-
ership, the state’s sometimes shabby were transformed
itlt:to tourist destinations that rival those found anywhere in

e country.

Sue Rosowski, 62, a pre-eminent scholar of Nebraska au-
thor Willa Cather, chose her own epitaph from a Cather short
story. “Tt was a nice graveyard ... a big sweep all around it. A
man could lie down in the long grass and see the complete
sky over him."

Lew Harris, 93, took $100 and started a company during
the Great Depression. Eventually that company, widely
known as Harris Labs, opened offices around the world. De-
spite his business renown, Harris “never lost his connection
with and comfort with that small-town and small-farm up-
bringing” saidsonBob. & :

WILI ana COmIort Wit uldt Simau-1owil ana sinau-m@mm up-
bringing," said son Bob. A

Bill Rush, 49, rolled his wheelchair onto the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln campus in the 1970s to succeed where no
one like him ever had. Rush refused to be a victim of cerebral
paLg. Typing with a stick attached to his forehead, he wrote
articles, op-ed pieces, a manual on how to refer to people
disabilities and an autobiography that served as a hand-
book on ho;\; to live indegendemly. &

Impossible to ignore during 2004 was the quickening pace
of funerals for those with Nebraska ties who ged inIraq ilrjx the
service of their country, PRy

Sgt. Dennis A. Corral, 33, of Kearney, was killed on Jan. 1
when his vehicle rolled over on the road to dad airport.
As the months rolled on other names were added to the death
toll. Sgt. Cory R. Mracek, 26, of Hay Springs; Sgt. David McK-
eever, 25, of Buffalo, N.Y., buried in his wife's hometown of
Kearney; Pvt. Noah Lee Boye, 21, of Grand Island; Spc. Dennis
Morgan, 22, of Valentine; Cpl. Matthew Henderson, 25, of
Bennet; Lance Cpl. Kyle Codner, 19, of Shelton; Staff Sgt. Jere-
my Fischer, 26, of Lincoln; Master Sgt. Linda Tarango-Griess,
33, of Sutton; Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class Eric L. Knott, 21, of
Grand Island; Army 1st Lt. Edward D. Iwan, 28, of Albion;
Lance Cpl. Shane E. Kielion, 23, of LaVista; and U.S. Marine
Sgt. Nick Nolte of Falls City.

“We honor all who serve, who, like Nick, made a choice to
put themselves in harm's way to defend us, our children, fam-
ilies, nation, our freedom and way of life,” the Rev. Robert Roh
said at Nolte's funeral.

And, as Roh said, when someone local dies “the war comes
home and wears our address.” - -




